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PEEFAC  E 
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Council  Office, 

Grammar  School  Walk, 
HITCHIN. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hitchin  Rural  District  Council 
MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  19^9* 

The  population  of  the  rural  district  again  increased  although 
not  so  much  as  the  previous  year.  The  birth  rate  however  was  higher 
and  was  also  higher  than  the  remainder  of  the  county  as  well  as  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

Again  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year 
increased  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  rose  bringing  it  slightly 
above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  considerably  above  the  remainder 
of  the  county.  There  were  four  stillbirths. 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate  was  considerably  lower  than  that  for 
1968  and  also  lower  than  the  rate  for  the  rest  of  the  county  and  the 
remainder  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  from  all  causes  was  considerably  lower  than  that 
for  the  previous  year,  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  rest  of  the 
division  but  lower  than  the  rate  for  the  remainder  of  the  county  and 
England  and  Wales.  The  commonest  cause  of  death  was  still  diseases  of 
the  heart  and  blood  vessels  and  this  rate  was  somewhat  higher  than  the 
previous  year.  Cancer  remains  the  second  commonest  cause,  although 
deaths  from  this  disease  in  all  forms  have  very  slightly  decreased. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate 


2 - 


births 


There  were  no  outbreaks  of  any  serious  epidemics  and  the  state 
of  public  health  in  the  Rural  district  of  Hitchin  remains  satisfactory. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  the  public  health 
and  health  and  welfare  staff  in  Hitchin  Rural,  including  those 
concerned  with  administration  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during 
the  year.  I would  also  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  R.C.  Walker, 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for  his  detailed  exposition  of  the  sewage  disposal 
system. 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  D.  HALL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Divisional  Health  Office, 
Bedford  Road, 

Hitchin, 

Hertfordshire • 

Telephones  Hitchin  50411 
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SECTION  "A" 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL'  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  HITCHIN  RURAL  AREA 


( a ) GENERAL  STATISTICS . 

Area  (in  acres)  81,099 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  Resident  population 

Mid-1969  24,440 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1st  April  1 96 9 (estimated)  8,551 

Rateable  Value  £949,468 

Net  product  of  Id.  rate  £3,353 

(b)  PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population  for 
mid-1969  reveals  an  overall  increase  of  200.  Natural  increase  of 

population,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  the  year  was  166. 

HITCHIN  RURAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  1 969 


; LIVE  BIRTHS 3 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

i Total 

189 

203 

j 392 

Legitimate 

174 

192 

366 

Illegitimate 

15 

11 

26 

Live  Birth  Rate  (uncorrected)  per  1,000  population 

- 

16.0 

Live  Birth  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000  population 

! “ 

17.4 

Illegitimate  live  births  percentage  of  total  live  births- 

_ 

7.0 

STILL-BIRTHS  § 

! Total 

2 

2 

4 

j Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 

- 

- 

10.0 

Total  Live  and  still-births 

191 

205 

396 

j DEATHS  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OP  AGEs 
] Total 

4 

4 

8 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

7 

j Illegitimate 

0 

1 

1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

- 

- 

20.0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

~ 

— 

19.0 

. Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  - 

0.38 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 
! 1,000  total  live  births). 

_ 

_ 

8.0 

j Early  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

1,000  total  live  births). 

per 

8.0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  - 

. 

18.0 

i MATERNAL  MORTALITY,  INCLUDING  ABORTIONS 
| Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  DEATHS  % 

103 

123 

226 

| Death  Rate  (uncorrected ) 

- 

9.2 

j Death  Rate  (corrected) 

- 

9.4 

Natural  increase  of  population 

166 

; Overall  increase  of  population 

1 

200 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  Dir  .uu^ximu  ryoy 

III  HITCHIN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

General  Register  Offices  Somerset  House,  Strand.  W.C.2. 
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POPULATION  STATISTICS 


1 

! 

District 

19  69 
HITCHIN 
r.D.C. 

North 

Hertford- 

shire 

Division 

• Hertf ord- 
. shire 

i 

i 

England 

and 

Wales 

Population 

24 , 440 

157,870 

. 

: 903,390 

48,826,800 

Live  Births  (Crude) 

16.0 

18.3 

15.8 

16.3 

Live  Births  (Corrected) 

17.4 

I 14.9 

16.3 

Death  Rate  - All  causes,  Crude 

9.2 

8.3 

’ 9.1 

11.9 

Death  Rate  - All  causes.  Corrected 

9.4 

i 10.4 

1 

11.9 

| Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  - 
! excluding  Tuberculosis,  but 

1 including  Syphillis  and  other  V.D. 

0.04 

0.05 

1 

1 

i-  - 

* 

t ' 

i Tuberculosis g 

1 Respiratory 

0.00 

0.01 

i 

1 

i 

! 

0.01 

j Other  Forms 

0.00 

0.00  ] 

j-  0,03 

0.01 

| All  Forms 

0.00 

0.01  ) 

* 

1 

Cancers  Ling  and  Bronchs. 

0.45 

0.53  ) 

- 1.95 

0.20 

Other 

1.7 

1.37  ) 

1.90 

I 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 

System 

0.04 

0.0  6 

1.32 

* 

■ Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

5-48 

4.07 

2.17 

* 

j Respiratory  Diseases 

0.89 

0.91 

1.27 

* 

1 

(Maternal  Mortality 

0.00 

0.34 

0.07 

0.19 

(Infantile  Mortality 

i 

20.0 

18.0 

13.6 

18,0 

iNeo  Natal  Mortality 

8.0 

I 

12.1 

1 10.0 

12.0 

j . . . . ...  . 

•Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality 

8.0 

10.3 

j 9.0 

10.0 

'Perinatal  Mortality 

18.0 

20.2 

20.0 

23.0 

Still-Births 

10.0 

9.9 

10.9 

13.0 

* Not  available. 
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DIVISIONAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  1969 


In  any  discussion  on  vital  statistics  it  should  he  remembered  that 
the  population  of  each  separate  district  of  North  Hertfordshire  represents 
a relatively  small  basis  for  comparative  purposes.  Population  of  the  North 
Hertfordshire  Division , however,  which  exceeds  150,000  may  be  considered 
sufficiently  large  for  valid  statistical  deductions  to  be  made,  and  for  this 
purpose  the  table  giving  the  overall  picture  of  the  vital  statistics  also 
includes  similar  statistics  for  the  Division  as  a whole  for  comparison  with 
each  individual  district. 


Briefly,  from  a divisional  point  of  view  all  the  rates  may  be  considered 
satisfactory.  The  infant  mortality  rate  slightly  exceods  the  remainder  of 
Hertfordshire  but  not  England  and  Hales  as  a whole.  The  birth  rate  was  higher 
than  for  the  remainder  of  the  county  and  the  country,  and  the  population  of 
the  Division  increased  during  1969  t>y  3,320,  natural  increase  being  1,567. 

The  continually  increasing  size  of  the  Division,  therefore,  can  be  seen  to  be 
duo  to  migration  into  the  area  rather  than  to  any  other  factor. 


LIVE  BIRTHS? 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

Total 

1,458 

1,432 

! 2,890 

Legitimate 

1,362 

1,321 

2,683 

Illegitimate 

96 

111 

207 

Live  Birth  Rate  (uncorrected )per  1,000  population 

- 

- 

18.3 

Live  Birth  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000  population 
Illegitimate  live  births  percentage  of  total  live 

' 

— 

births 

_ 

_ 

7.2 

STILL -BIRTHS? 

Total 

16 

13 

29 

Rato  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 

- 

- 

10.0 

Total  live  and  still-births 

1,474 

1 ,445 

2,919 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE? 

Total 

27 

25 

52 

Legitimate 

25 

21 

46 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

— 

- 

17.9 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  - 

- 

15.5 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births 

- 

2.07 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births). 

- 

- 

12.1 

Early  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  total  live  births) 

- 

- 

10.3 

Perinatal  mortality  rate(still-births  and  deaths 

under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still-births 

- 

20.2 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY,  INCLUDING  ABORTION? 

i 

Number  of  deaths 

— 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 

— 

_ 

0.34 

TOTAL  DEATHS? 

676 

647 

1,323 

Death  Rate  (uncorrectcd) 

- 

I 

8.4 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

- 

1 

_ * 

Natural  increase  of  population 

— 

_ 

1,567 

Overall  increase  of  population 

“ 

3,320 

. ' . 
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SECTION  "B" 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  HITCHIN  RURAL  AREA 

LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN  - SECTION  22 
Family  Planning  Clinic 

Family  planning  in  the  division  is  provided  "by  the  Hertfordshire  and 
Bedfordshire  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association*  and  I am  most 
grateful  to  the  Branch  Organising  Secretary*  Mrs.  K.  Arger*  both  for  the 
provisions  she  has  made  and  for  this  report. 

Sessions  s 

Hitchin*  Bedford  Road  - Tuesday  afternoon  (Double  Doctor  Session) 

Wednesday  evening  (Double  Doctor  Session 
Thursday  morning  (Single  Doctor  Session 

The  training  of  doctors  and  nurses  in  family  planning  methods  is 
carried  out  in  this  clinic.  An  I.U.D.  session  is  also  included. 

Three  hundred  and  eighteen  new  patients  attended  during  the  year  and 
a total  of  3*168  patients  attended.  The  highest  number  of  new  patients  was 
in  the  age  group  20-24?  with  those  aged  25-29  a close  second. 

I87  doctor  sessions  were  held  for  General  Birth  Control  and 
39  I.U.D.  Sessions.  Oral  contraception  was  the  most  used  method. 

Letchworth,  Nevells  Road,  Health  Centre  - Monday  evening 

(Single  doctor  session) 

208  new  patients  attended  during  the  year  and  a total  of 
1 9 383  patients  attended. 

The  highest  number  of  new  patients  came  within  the  same  age  groups 
as  the  Hitchin  and  Stevenage  clinics. 

Stevenage  Family  Centre  - Tuesday  afternoon  (Treble  Doctor  Session) 

Wednesday  morning  (Treble  Doctor  Session) 
Thursday  evening  (Treble  Doctor  Session) 
Friday  morning  (Treble  Doctor  Session) 

Doctors  and  nurses  are  also  trained  at  the  Stevenage  Family  Planning 
Clinic.  No  I.U.D.  sessions  are  held. 

Nine  hundred  and  thirty  one  new  patients  attended  during  the  year  and 
a total  of  8*168  patients  attended. 
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CHILD  HEALTH  ASSESSMENT  UNIT 


l 


Children  horn  in 

j 1969 

j 1968 

! 1967 

j 1966 

1965  and  over 

i 

iHitchin  R.D.C. 

i 

! 4 

i 14 

TT- 

j 

i 

! 9 

20 

A new  Child  Health  Clinic  was  opened  at  Trotts  Hill  Infants  School 
in  Stevenage  in  July  1969. 


Premature  Infants 

A premature  infant  is  one  which  weighs  or  less  at  hirth. 


PREMATURE  INFANTS  BORN  IN  1969 


Born  Alive j Stillbirths 
f 

Died  under  . No. who  survived 

28  days  j 28  days 

1 i i 

J » 

* At  j In  !l  | At 

.strict  » HomeHosp.  Total!  Home 

I 

in  | 
Hosp.jTotal 

i - - - _ 

No.  ' 
removed 
to  Hosp, 
after  ' At 
birth  Home 

i 

\ i 

1 

1 Bom:  Born 
In  | j at  in 

Hosp. .Total  ’Home! Hosp. 

1 i ! 

i 

1 

* 

1 

Total  j 

I ; 

lit  chin  j ; 

Rural  2 1 twins  17  ' 1 

14  | 

1 

j 

( 

1 I 2 

j 

0 

0 

1 i ! 

1 j 

2 - 2 | 2 1 13 

1 ! • 

j 

* 

15  ! 

1 

l 

Day  Nurseries  - North  Herts. 


Category  No. on 

- Register 

1 . Children  of  widows  or  widowers  1 

2.  Children  of  unmarried  mothers  12 

3.  Children  of  deserted  wives  or  husbands  20 

4.  Children  of  parents  in  prison  Nil 

5.  Children  of  parents  suffering  from  chronic  illness 

or  disablement  1 

6.  Temporary  cases , for  example  mother's  illness  or 

confinement  3 

7.  Children  recommended  by  doctor  or  health  visitor 

for  temporary  help.  2 

8.  Children  of  parents  coming  within  the  "Essential 

Services"  categories 5 for  example , teachers  and 

nurses  (Local  Committee  Members'  approval  required)  2 

9.  Children  living  in  bad  housing  conditions  Nil 

10.  Children  of  families"  whore  there  was  a risk  of  break-up 

in  family.  Nil. 


The  number  of  children  on  the  register  of  tho  day  nursery  as  at 
31st  December  19&9  was  41. 


MIDWIFERY  - SECTION  23 


Ante-Natal  Instruction  classes  continue  to  be  held  in  all  the  clinics 
but  the  actual  ante-natal  care  and  supervision  is  provided  either  in  the 
G.P.’s  surgery  or  in  the  home. 

The  development  of  tho  domiciliary  midwifery  service  to  include 
hospital  deliveries  has  not  advanced  during  the  year. 

Guthrie  Testing  for  Phenylketonuria. 

Prom  the  1st  October  1969  the  laboratory  work  involved  in  screening 
infants  born  in  this  area  for  phenylketonuria  by  the  Guthrie  Test  was  taken 
over  by  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,,  Groat  Ormond  Street.  The  Guthrio 
blood  test  has  replaced  phonistix  testing,  and  the  midwives  are  now 
responsible  for  collection  of  blood  samples. 

The  County  Council's  policy,  with  the  decline  in  birth  rate  and  of 
domiciliary  confinements,  to  appoint  district  nurse/midwives  continued 
during  1969. 

All  midwives  are  authorised  to  use  their  private  motor  cars  on  official 
business  and  the  County  Council,  in  common  with  other  local  authorities, 
operate  an  assisted  car-purchase  scheme  for  staff  classified  as  "essential 
users. " 
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DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 


Ante-Natal  visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  680 
Home  Condition  Reports  for  Hospitals  17 
Ante-Natal  Session  - General  Practitioner  2 6 
Deliveries  - Home  49 
Deliveries  - Hospital  280 
Early  Hospital  Discharge  - 48  hours  19 


HEALTH  VISITING  - SECTION  24 

Five  health  visitors  were  employed  during  1969  with  the  assistance 
of  nine  State  Registered  Nurses  who  attended  school  and  infant  welfare 
clinic  sessions. 

Health  Visiting 


Child  Welfare 

Visits 

2613 

Aged 

Visits 

415 

Others 

Visits 

265 

School  Inspections 
Maternity  and  Child 

Sessions 

68 

Welfare 

Sossions 

158 

The  Health  Visitors  continued  to  give  talks  on  Health  Education 
illustrated  by  films  and  film  strips. 


HOME  NURSING  - SECTION  25 

The  staff  of  the  home  nursing  service  in  Hitchin  Rural  at 
31st  December  1989?  consisted  of  five  full-time  district  nurses 5 five 
full-time  district  nurse/midwives/health  visitors.  The  staff  who  are  able 
tn  drive  cars  are  either  authorised  to  use  their  o;m  vehicles  on  official 
business,  or  have  been  provided  with  county-owned  motor  vehicles. 

The  following  are  statistics  relating  to  the  work  of  the  home  nurses 
in  1969»  It  will  be  seen  that  they  made  49448  visits  to  349  patients ; 

55  PGr  cent  of  the  patients  nursed  were  aged  65  or  over  and  they  were 
visited  on  3,478  occasions 5 78  per  cent  of  all  visits,  therefore,  were 

made  to  this  ago  group. 


HOME  NURSING 


Classification 

No. of  cases 
attended 

No.  of  visits 
mado 

Medical 

248 

3,671 

Surgical 

101 

777 

Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

Others 

- 

— 

TOTALS 

349 

4,448 

Patients  included  above  who 
were  aged  65  03?  over 

194 

3,478 

Children  included  above  who 
wero  under  5 or  less 

13 

17 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  - SECTION  26 

In  view  of  tho  introduction  of  the  uso  of  the  computer  no  details 
of  vaccination  and  immunisation  figures  are  included  in  this  report. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note,  however,  that  in  the  first  completed  year 
of  measles  vaccination  only  5 .6$  of  the  population  have  required  to  he 
vaccinated. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE  - SECTION  27  - NORTH  HERTS 


Number  of  patients  conveyed 

66,783 

Number  of  Journeys 

30,890 

Total  Mileage 

441,483 

Details  of  Journeys 

Accidents 

1,752 

Sudden  Illness 

704 

Removals 

63,558 

Maternity 

769 

The  divisional  area  is  served  bu  the  County  Ambulance  Station  at 
St.  George's  Nay,  Stevenage.  Tho  Area  Supervisor  is  Mr.  J.  Sweetman,  who 
has  kindly  supplied  the  above  statistics. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS g CARE  MD  AFT ER-CARE  - 

SECTION  28  - NORTH  HERTS 


The  Medical  Loan  Service  continues  to  bo  delegated  to  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society  and  St.  John's  .Ambulance  and  these  organisations  play  a 
largo  part  in  providing  equipment  and  aids  to  the  ill  and  handicappod  at 
home.  For  this  voluntary  sorvico  wo  should  like  to  express  our  thanks. 

CHEST  CLINIC 

Health  Visiting? 


Tuberculosis  Households  - Visits  321 

B.C.G.  Follow-up  - Visits  55 

Contacts  - Visits  205 

Non-Tub ercul os is  - Visits  98 

New  Cases g 

Immigrants  5 

Others  25 

Contacts  of  new  Cases  181 

Heaf  Negative  84 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  77 


The  figures  reveal  no  significant  change  in  incidence  of  tuberculosis 
during  1 9^9 - 


VENEREAL  DISEASES  - NORTH  HERTS 


SPECIAL  CLINIC 

Totals  all 

Number  of  New  Cases 

j 

in  1969 

Other 

Venereal 

Conditions 

\ | 

Venereal 

Conditions 

! Syphilis 

* 

j 

Gonorrhoea 

Primary  and 
! Secondary 

1 

Other  : 

Addenbrooke ' s Hospi tal , 
Cambridge. 

43 

j 

Nil 

; 

i 

! 

Nil  i 

5 

38 

Lister  Hospital, 

Hit chin. 

233 

. 

1 

t 

I 

4 

48 

180 

- ......  - ... 

Total 

j 276 

1 1 

4 

53 

218 

All  venereal  conditions  increased  by  life  in  19^9* 


It  should  be  noted  that  a 13^  increase  ovor  the  previous  year  was  reported 
in  1988  and  19&9  reveals  an  additional  increase  of  lift,  If  to  these  local 
statistics  the  unknown  number  of  cases  attending  Special  Clinics  elsowhore 
is  added,  the  situation  is  not  one  which  should  bo  viewed  with  complacency. 
The  increase  in  V.D.  in  young  people  is  the  responsibility  of  the  whole 
community  and  its  remedy  is  not  within  the  field  of  medicine. 
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Cervical  Cytology  continued 


(i)  Aged  20  and  over 

(ii)  Aged  30  and  over 

Popijlc-^rovi.  A-fc  Ri  sk  Wowo n Csrtmi>l  e C.^nnvo  1 jGG  oo'k'jjnn.t,oA  erroJt1  1,6  por  rent 


Uoficient . 


Baldock 

U.D. 

(i) 

(ii) 

2,080 

1,740 

Hitchin 

U.D. 

(i) 

(ii) 

9,540 

7,900 

Letchworth  U.D. 

(i) 

(ii) 

9,480 

7,950 

TOTAL 

AT  RISK 

Royston 

U.D. 

(i) 

(ii) 

2,260 

1,860 

Stevenage  U.D. 

(i) 

(ii) 

16,200 

12,350 

Hitchin 

R.D. 

(i) 

(ii) 

8,560 

7,200 

(i)  48,120 
(ii)  39,000 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  - SECTION  47 


This  section  of  tho  Act  is  concerned,  with  tho  compulsory  removal 
of  persons  in  nood  of  caro  from  thoir  homes  on  a Court  Order , or  in 
emergency  on  an  Order  signed  by  two  medical  practitioners  and  a Justic 
of  tho  Peace.  Such  a person  may  ho  removed  to  a county  home  or  hospital 
provided  that  all  sections  of  tho  Act  are  satisfied. 

Such  action  was  not  necessary  during  1 969. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  SECTIONS  21  - 36  g 

During  1 969  tho  shortage  of  geriatric  beds  at  Lister  Hospital  continued 
to  causo  difficulties  in  the  admission  of  patients  from  County  Council  Old 
People's  Homos  despite  the  utmost  help  and  co-operation  from  Dr.  C.  Firth, 
Consultant  Geriatrician 

The  heavy  demand  for  residential  accommodation  continued  - the  waiting 
list  being  nine  men  and  forty-eight  women.  The  position  will  not  be  eased 
by  Government  restrictions  on  new  buildings  and  tho  situation  has  worsened. 

BLIND  WELFARE  - NORTH  HERTS 

The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at  31st  December  1969 
was  240  and  of  partially  sighted  1 1 7 • 

Patients  wore  visited  at  varying  intervals  throughout  tho  year 
according  to  thoir  separate  needs.  Lessons  wore  given  in  typewriting, 

Braille  and  Moon,  and  handicraft  lessons.  Applications  were  mado  for 
wireless,  talking  bocks,  holidays  and  grants,  and  orders  were  made  for 
R.N.I.B.  apparatus.  Other  associations,  etc.,  were  contacted  where 
necessary.  Several  outings  to  the  seaside  and  country  wore  arranged. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  ACT, 1959  - SECTIONS  25,  26  and  29 

During  1969?  83  patients  were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  on 
Compulsory  Orders  and  22  were  admitted  on  an  informal  basis. 

The  Social  Workors  dealt  with  549  mental  health  cases  during  1969* 


Training  Centres 

Junior  Training  Centre,  Bodford  Road,  Hitchin. 


Special  Caro  Unit 

12 

General  Unit 

43 

Nursery 

14 

TOTAL 

69 
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Adult  Training  Centre,  Leyden  Hoad,  Stevenage. 

Trainees  on  roll  1st  January  196 9 43 

Trainees  on  roll  31st  December  1969  6l 

joined  the  Centro  during  T969 

loft  the  Centro  during  1969* 
was  opened  at  the  training  centre  during 


' DOMESTIC  HELP  SLRVICE  - SECTION  29 

Humber  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  31.12.69  75 

Humber  of  Good  neighbours  employed  at  31.12.69  14 

Mrs.  J.  Williams  commenced  August  1969  as  full-time  Clerk  to  the 
Homo  Help  Service  and  Mrs.  J.  Hessoy  became  a part-time  Clerk  in  the 
Service  working  20  hours  per  week. 

Hight  Sitter  Service 

Approval  was  given  by  the  Social  Welfare  Sub-Committee  on  8th  September 
1969  for  Hight  Sitters  to  be  paid  at  the  same  rate  as  home  helps,  (at  present 
5/5jd.  per  hour)  for  a maximum  of  4 nights  per  week  and  the  householder  to 
roccive  a maximum  of  2 nights  per  week  unless  there  are  special  circumstances. 

This  is  a much  more  realistic  rate  of  pay  than  the  former  15 /-  por  night 
and  it  has  enabled  a register  of  Night  Sitters  to  bo  set  up  in  the  division, 
who  are  available  at  24  hours  notice.  The  Service  has  been  used  twico  and 
one  case  is  continuing  in  Stevenage  at  the  present  time. 

GHOUP  RECEIVING  ASSISTANCE 


10  Males 
16  Females 

1 Males 
7 Females 

A hairdressing  salon 
1969  with  great  success. , 


Maternity (including  expectant  mothers) 

No. of  Cases 

j Ho. of  hours  given  j 

1. 

64 

! 1,489  | 

2. 

Chronic  sicks  (a)  Aged  6 5 plus  ; 

468  ) 

j 50,034 

(b)  Aged  under  65  and  T.B.  j 

35  ) 

3. 

Others s Including?  (a)  Mental  Health 

103 

7,000 

(b)  Blind  (c)  Miscellaneous 

| 1 

Acute  Ccises 

Accidents  . 

• 

i 

: \ 

TOTAL 

670 

i * 

58,523  , . 

20 


Domestic  Help  Service  contd. 

69  per  cent  cases  in  1969  were  over  65  and  85  per  cent  total  hours 
was  given  to  this  age  group.  9 per  cent  cases  were  maternity  absorbing 
only  2 per  cent  total  hours. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


The  school  health  service  has  undergone  a certain  amount  of 
streamlining,  and  a selective  medical  system  has  now  been  introduced  and 
satisfactorily  established  in  this  division.  This  system  has  not  in  any 
way  reduced  the  scale  of  the  school  health  service  but  channelled  it  into 
dealing  in  a different  way  with  problems  as  they  arise. 

It  is  now  possible  for  the  headteachers  to  have  specific  consultation 
sessions  with  thoir  school  medical  officer  apart  from  routine  medical 
examination  periods.  This  extension  of  the  service  should  bo  encouraged 
since  it  will  promote  a closer  understanding  of  each  other  problems 
between  the  schools  and  the  school  health  service.  These  arrangements 
have  also  greatly  facilitated  the  discussion  of  problems  as  they  arise. 

Dr.  F.  D.  Voodthorpe  - School  Medical  Officer  reports s 

1.  Cleanliness g On  the  whole  I found  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
quite  high,  there  wore  the  odd  few  childron  who  appeared  in  rather 
grey  underclothes. 

2.  Teeth g I have  seen  on'* 7 few  cases  of  dental  caries,  and  most  of 
those  seem  to  be  having  dental  treatment. 

3.  Skin;  Soon  very  few  plantar  warts,  the  Health  Visitors  scorn  to 
deal  with  this  problem  very  adequately.  There  are  plenty  of  cases 
of  eczema  of  hands,  face,  elbows,  knees  and  I have  scon  about  two 
eases  of  ichthyosis. 

4.  Warts;  These  seem  to  bo  quite  common  on  the  hands  and  more  frequently 
in  the  boys,  and  also  seem  to  occur  in  all  ago  groups, 

5.  Eyes ; Defects  of  vision  seem  to  bo  very  common  between  the  ages  of 
9-13  years.  Have  picked  up  several  cases  of  colour  blindness  again 
more  so  in  the  boys. 

6.  Hearings  Audiology  clinics  and  gonoral  ear  testing  proves  quite 
invaluable  in  school  health  work. 
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Dr,  F.  E.  Woodthorpe’s  report  contd. 

7.  Nose  & Throat?  Nasal  catarrh  seems  to  ho  very  common.  There  are 
also  plenty  of  enlarged  tonsils  to  ho  seen  and  mouth  breathers 
around  the  junior  schools. 

8.  Developments  There  seems  to  be  a lot  of  ovorweight  children.  The 
breakfasts  of  the  juniors  seems  to  be  starchy  cereals.  The  boys 
and  girls  of  the  Grammar  and  Secondary  schools  all  seem  on  tho 
whole  to  be  tall  and  of  big  build. 

9.  Feet?  Have  seen  very  few  corns  or  callosities. 

10.  Stability s With  very  few  exceptions  the  children  seem  to  be  very 
happy  at  school ? and  a groat  many  soom  to  prefer  school  to  being 
at  home.  With  mothers  and  fathers  out  at  work  home  seems  to  be  a 
shelter  for  eating  and  sleeping.  The  great  majority  of  tho  teenagers 
seem  to  have  very  little  in  the  way  of  hobbies  at  homos  but  this  may 
be  due  to  tho  prossuro  of  school  work  for  future  examinations. 

11.  Abdomen?  Except  for  the  cases  of  undcscended  testes  in  the  boys 
I have  not  found  any  abnormal  abdomens.  I have  also  been  rather 
amazed  that  tho  incidence  of  hernia  has  been  so  uncommon. 

Dr.  A.  Derola  - School  Medical  Officer  reports? 

1 . Cleanliness g I find  a high  standard  of  personal  hygiene  among  the 
children  of  5 - 6 years  old?  with  a few  exceptions  (children 
belonging  to  problem  families). 

2.  Infestation;  I have  not  seen  any  children  with  lice  infestation. 

This  is  probably  due  to  the  thorough  work  of  health  visitors  who  inspect 
and  exclude  the  children  from  school  and  see  that  treatment  is 
carried  out. 

3.  Teeth g High  incidence  of  dental  caries.  Quito  good  attendance  at 
dental  clinics.  It  appears  that  fluoride  is  indicated.  In  cases  of 
muil tipi o caries  9 I advise  parents  to  buy  fluoride  at  local  chemists 
(l  drop  daily  in  a glass  of  water).  This  seems  to  have  a beneficial 
effect. 

4.  Skins  Infantile  eczema  as  in  previous  years.  I have  socn  three  cases 
of  impetigo  in  the  same  school , but  all  were  under  treatment.  One 
case  of  scabies  (on  hands  and  chest).  Warts  and  athletes  foot  not 
infrequent.  Occasional  plantar  warts. 

5.  Speechs  Quite  a number  of  school  entrants  with  speech  defects  improve 
after  the  first  school  torm  and  after  about  a year  speech  becomes 
normal.  The  truo  dyslalia  caso  is  not  common. 
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Dr.  A.  Derola's  report  contd 


6.  Lymph  Glands s I noticed  palpable  corvical  lymph  glands  among  school 
children.  This  was  confined  to  certain  schools  only.  I think  it 
would  bo  interesting  to  follow  the  pattern  of  distribution  and 
causo  of  this  seasonal  (autumn  and  winter),  symptomloss,  enlargement 
of  cervical  lymph  glands. 

7.  L ungs  s I came  across  about  5 cases  of  cystic  fibrosis,  aged  from 

5 - 15?  all  being  under  constant  medical  supervision  and  treatment, 
and  making  satisfactory  school  progress. 

8.  Kerniag  Low  incidence  of  hernia. 

9.  Orthopaedics  I have  seen  one  case  of  typical  ’’kissing  patellae” 
condition  in  a 5 year  old  girl.  She  attends  surgical  follow  up  clinic. 
? awaiting  operation  at  the  ago  6/7  (Roebuck  Infants). 

One  bilateral  ? ortho's  disease  in  a boy  of  5 years  old  under  treatment. 
Wears  bilateral  calipers  ana  is  making  satisfactory  progress. 

I have  seen  at  least  2 children  with  spina  bifida  (all  surgically 
treated)  attending  normal  school, 

10.  Posture;  ltaro  incidence  of  mal  posture  among  5 year  olds. 

11.  I have  noticed  a high  incidence  of  nocturnal  oneurosis.  This  causes 
great  anxiety  to  parents  and  children. 

12.  A great  number  of  overweight  children  among  juniors  and  seniors 
mainly  due  to  faulty  diet  and  some  due  to  compulsive  eating. 


TABL'D  I IiITOHirr  RURAL 

Inspection  School  Children  1969 

Entrants  300 

Fumbor  of  special  inspections  24 

IT cm" -or  of  ro- inspections  236 

Physic 3,1  c ondition  of  Pupils  inspected 

Satisfactory  560 


I am  happy  to  record  that  the  divisional  education  officers 
and  the  school  heads  have  shown  a ready  appreciation  of  the 
current  dif f icul ties „ 


School  Health  contd 


TABLE  II.  HITCHIN  RURAL 


Audiometry 


Number  tostcd  380 

Number  with  no  loss  140 

RETAILS  OF  EYE  TESTING  PROGRAMME 

1969 


Age  Group 

j 

No. Schools 
entered 

' 

i 

5 

No. Sessions  :No  Tested 

1 

1 

Refects 

Found 

No. referred  to 
school  ophthalmic 
clinic 

Entrants 

47 

85 

\ 

2,205  1 

252 

11.3# 

8-11  yrs.  ; 

24  ! 

121 

7,070 

246 

3.4 $ 

12-16  yrs. 

1 

25 

131 

I 7,330 

765 

10.4  # 

-------  - - - - - . 

TOTALS  i 

96 

337 

1 

i 16,605 

1,262 

7.6# 

.278 

It  will  bo  soon  from  tho  above  statistics  that  of  the  1 6 9 605  children 
tested,  7.6#  were  found  to  have  defects. 
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The  Consultant  Paediatrician  for  the  area,  Dr.  C.  G.  Fagg,  is  always 
available  for  consul tation  and  I am  indebted  to  him  for  his  help  during 
the  year. 

I would  also  acknowledge  the  help  and  co-operation  from  Dr.  C.  Firth , 
Consultant  Geriatrician  and  Dr.  B.  Mallett  - Consultant  Psychiatrist. 

Drs.  Roper  and  Gabriel  have  played  a large  part  in  the  School  Health 
Service  and  I am  grateful  to  them  also. 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  hospital  services  for  the  area  are  administered  by  the  North  West 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  with  the  Luton  and  Hitchin  Hospital 
Managemont  Committee.  Addenbrooke ' s Hospital  is  administered  by  the 
United  Cambridge  Hospitals. 

GENERAL  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

North  Hertfordshire  Hospital , Hitchin. 

Lister  Hospital , Hitchin. 

Addenbrooke * s Hospital , Cambridge. 

MENTAL  HOSPITAL 

Fairfield  Hospital , Stotfold,  Hitchin. 

MATERNITY  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

North  Hertfordshire  Maternity  Unit*  Hitchin, 


CHEST  CLINIC 

Lister  Hospital , Hitchin. 

LABORATORY  SERVICES 

Dr.  A.T.  Willis,  Director,  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Luton  & 
Dunstable  Hospital,  Lewsey  Road,  Luton,  Bods. 

Dr.  G.R.E.  Maylor,  Director,  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis 

Court  Road,  Cambridge. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1969- 


SECTION  C 


Staff 

During  19^9 » the  general  staff  position  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  was  considered,  as  this  had  remained  virtually  unchanged  since 
1952.  Authority  was  given  for  provision  to  be  made  in  the  1970/71 
Estimates  to  extend  the  staff  by  one  qualified  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  Department  s Student  is  likely  to  be  taking  his  Final  examination  during 
1970,  and  may  be  eligible  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  this 
appointment . 


Sanitary  Circumst  nces  of  the  Area 

Water  Su  qolies 

The  Lee  Valley  Water  Company's  monthly  reports  on  samples  taken 
throughout  the  district,  indicate  that  927  bacteriological  s a pLes  and  4l 
Chemical  samples  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Water  Company  also  reports  as  follows,  regarding  the  year  1969 

(a)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  (i)  in  quality 
and  (ii)  in  quantity. 

(b)  l8  Chemical  and  150  Bacteriological  examinations  of  raw  water 
were  made.  19  of  the  latter  contained  E.Coli.  The  bacter- 
iological quality  of  raw  water  samples  is  shown  in  the 

...  appended  table  (table  l).  With  reference  to  treated  water, 
you  will  have  received  the  monthly  reports  from  the  Chief 
Chemist  and  Bacteriologist.  The  fluoride  content  of  the 
various  supplies  within  the  Rural  District  of  Hitch:' n is 
invariably  recorded  as  "less  than  0.2  parts  per  million". 

(c)  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo  solvent  action. 

(d)  No  positive  coliform  samples  of  treated  water.  N o action  had 
to  be  taken. 

(e)  The  number  5I  properties  supplied  is  shown  on  the  attached 
schedule  t Table  2).  It  is  not  possible  to  give  separate 
figures  for  those  properties  supplied  direct  from  the  mains 
and  those  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 

(f)  The  estimated  copulation  supplied  is  24,3 48. 
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Table  1 


Bacteriological  quality  of  Raw  Water  - January  1st  to  December  31st  1969 


Pumping  Stations 

L _ . . ....  

No.  of 

’ Samples 
! Examined 

E.  Coli 

E.  Coli  present  in  mis 

Absent/mls 

j 100 

A. ...m  J 

50 

. . j 

10 

| 

’ Chipping 

f 

! 51 

51 

! 

1 

j (Offley  Green 
■ area  of  Rushden) 

i 

i Codicote 

1 

1 

50 

i 

50 

1 

< 

| 

1 

| Kings  Walden 

$ 

! 42 

i 

42 

j 

l 

- 

- 

] 

1 Wat ton  Road 

! 

56 

37 

! 5 

12 

1 

2 

t 

1 Wymondl ev 
l 

1 51 

! 

51 



1 - 

i 

1 " 

' 

! TOTALS 

' 2p0 

231 

i 

5 

» 

i 

\ 12 

j 2 I 

Table  2 


Number  of  Prr 

ooerties  Supplied 

Parish 

No. Props. 

Parish 

No. Prop 

Asha  cl  „ 0 , „ 

........  489 

LlllCy  oooeooooeoo  0 

151 

Barkway  ...... 

....  , . 198 

Newnham 

40 

Bsrlo.y^  c 0 0 O O O O 

.......  207 

Nuthampstoad  

43 

By grave  , . . - . 

V ? O 0 9 c w S6 

Offley 

Clothe".'!.  . . . 0 . 

00. ) 0 . . 58 

Pirton  ............ 

..  386 

Codi  <■-.  - 

757 

Preston  ........... 

..  107 

Grar'-'V-.y  ..... 

.......  107 

Radwell  

Hextou  ....... 

.......  45 

Reer] ............... 

92 

Hinxworth  . . . . 

000*000  90 

Rushden  .....  0 .... . 

Hoi  well  . c . •» . 0 

......  157 

St.  Ippollitts  .... 

..  488 

Ickleford  , - „ 

. - . . . . 485 

St.  Paul's  Walden.. 

..  313 

Kelshall  . . , 

.......  51 

Sandon  

Kimpton 

0 ..... . 621 

Therfield  

King's  Walden 

•Co.-.  350 

Wallington  

50 

Knebworth  . 

. . 1185 

Weston  

Langley  .... 

54 

Uymondley 

..  359 

Total 

8,198 
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Samples  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department  also,  from 

and  the  following  table  gives  the 


premises  not  served  by  public  mains 
results  obtained. 


1.  Bulk  Supplies  from  - 
Lee  Valley  Water  Co. 

2.  Private  Sources 


No. 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

taken 

factory 

factory  Doubtful 

10 

10 

- 

8 

7 

1 

18 

17 

1 

Public  S wangling  Baths 

There  are  no  Public  swimming  baths  in  the  Hitchin  Rural  District, 

but  two  schools  have  private  facilities. 


Sewerage  av!  Sewage  Treatment 

The  Surveyor  reports  as  follows,  on  the  position  at  31st  December 

1969  - 

The  sewage  treatment  works  have  continued  to  be  maintained  at  a 
satisfactory  standard  to  produce  generally  an  adequ  to  quality  of  effluent, 
although  times  the  effluents  from  some  of  the  smaller  installations  have 
not  reach'd  Royal  Commission  "Standards”.  Some  of  the  most  troublesome  of 
these  installations  o;ri  now  being  abandoned  as  the  village  sewerage  programme 
proceeds. 

r introduction  of  a radio  telephone  system  in  our  vehicles  has 
helped  c«u: ;T c!& rally  to  minimise  delays  in  dealing  with  faults  and  breakdowns, 
and  has  resulted  in  more  efficient  utilisation  of  labour  and  transport.  The 
lab or at si  Ashbiook  also  came  into  use  during  the  ye  r and  this  has  enabled 
a closer  chock  to  be  kept  on  treatment  problems  and  effluent  standards.  The 
new  Wicki a?  I-y disc  fitter  for  de-watering  sludge  was  delivered  during  the 
year  and  o vparic  vr.-o  indicates  that  this  will  prove  extremely  satisfactory  and 
a good  invost'.'.vhv.i 

The  : . ll- a Teg  villa-geo  are  sewered  and  the  sewa.ge  is  fully  treated  by 
modern  treatment  plants  either  owned  by  the  Hitchin  R.D.C.  or  adjoining 
authorities. 

1.  Barkway  in  the  parish  of  Bnrkway  is  new  sewered  and  a sewage  treatment  plant 
completed  in  1968.  The  effluent  is  discharged  to  a tributary  of  the 
River  Lee. 
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Sewerage  and  Sei/age  Treatment  continued 


2.  Breachwood  Green  in  the  parish  of  King's  Walden  was  sewered  and  a sewage 
treatment  plant  constructed  in  1963.  This  effluent,  which  is  well  above 
Royal  Commission  "Standard** , is  disposed  of  by  soakage  into  the  land. 

3.  Cockernhoe  in  the  parish  of  Off ley  is  sewered,  the  sewage  being  treated 
by  a plant  operating  on  activated  sludge  principles,  which  was  installed 
in  1966.  The  standard  of  effluent  is  still  causing  concern  although, 
fortunately,  it  is  not  discharged  to  a water  course,  but  disposed  of  by 
surface  irrigation  and  soakage. 

4.  Codicote  in  the  parish  of  Codicote.  The  village  was  sewered  in  1966  and 
connected  to  the  Rye  Meads  Works.  Potters  Heath  and  Rabley  Hhath  areas 
are  only  partly  sewered,  and  in  view  of  the  low  d jnsity  of  development  in 
this  area,  there  would  appear  to  be  no  urgency  for  this  scheme. 

5.  in  the  parish  of  Groveley.  The  sewerage  scheme  was  conpleted  in 

. the  sewers  cling  to  the  Stevenage  Trunk  sewers  and  thence  to 

P ye  v 'leads  Works- 

6.  in  p-r-ish  of  We  st  ' - This  hamlet  was  sewered  in  1967  and 

ooiinecsad  to  the  Vest  "..a  Village  scheme . 

7.  Horton  in  the  parish  of  Paxton-  The  sewering  and.  sewage  treatment  plant 
for  this  village  was  0 r-rplotccT  is.  1939 ♦ The  effluent  is  discharged  to  a 
tributary  of  + he  Gr^'t  ('-.so, 

8.  H-'V/f  • ’ : • ok.  :w.-.rv  of  Holwoi’i , The  main  village  is  sewered  although 
not  - retlytrjo  area , The  eapnc.Lt'v  is  however,  available  at  the  works 
for  thi  The  r.-h  : was  completed  in  19,5b.  The-  effluent  is  discharged 
to  a %.  i.  : s-ry  -,f  J Great  Cr.se, 

9.  IckTcf ■:  -d  ir  the  parish  of  Ickleford.  The  village  of  Ickleford  was  sewered 

in  i 'he  *.ev~ge  being  taken  to  the  Kit  chin  Urban  District  Council's 

work.-  ■’ I . 0 ji.hpi'.g  station  at  Lower  3-reen, 

10.  Kim::-:  1 hr ish  of  Kir.roton,  New  sewers  were  laid  in  this  village 

arid  : /-c-s  Invent  works  came  into  operation  in  1964,  The  effluent, 

afl.-r  *_  :•  or  :-'avion,  is  discharged  to  the  River  Miniram,  a tributary  of 

the  Ri  vo  . : . 

11.  Knebwo>,l;h  *' :h  parish  cf  Fnabvcrth.  The  main  village  is  sewered,  the 

sewers  ij.:-  :"  : - > g into  tb,.  Si.-.vonage  Trunk  sewer.  A number  of  properties 
at  Old  ki*  -c.v;;.:vV<  are  not  connected  and  at  some  time  in  the  future  a scheme 
will  be  needed  to  connect  these  to  the  existing  sewers,  possibly  via  a 
pumping  Flooding  occurs  to  certain  properties  in  the  Station  Road 

area  at  r. ivns  of  heavy  rain,  and  discussions  are  in  progress  with  the  County 
Council, the  highway  authority,  regarding  a new  combined  sewer  which  is 
required  to  alleviate  this  problem  as  well  as  to  deal  with  further  develop- 
ment in  the  village. 
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Sewerage  and  .Sewage  Treatment  continued: - 


12.  Newnham  in  the  parish  of  Newnham.  This  village  has  been  sewered  anian 
extended  aeration  plant  provided  in  1967.  The  effluent  is  discharged  to 
a tributary  of  the  Great  Ouse  and,  as  appears  common  with  this  type  of 
installation,  gives  cause  for  concern  at  certain  noriods. 

13.  Off ley  in  the  parish  of  Offley,  This  village  was  sewered  amd  a sew  ge 
treatment  plant  constructed  in  1954.  The  works  are  however,  now  becoming 
overloaded  and  will  require  extension  before  any  major  development  takes 
place  in  the  village.  Consideration  is  however,  being  given  to  the  desira- 
bility of  abandoning  these  works  and  providing  a new  joint  works  to  deal 
with  Offley  and  Lilley. 

14.  Peters  Green  in  the  parish  of  Kimpton.  This  village  is  sewered,  the  sewers 
being  connected  to  the  Kimpton  scheme  in  1964. 

15.  St.  Ippollitts  in  the  parish  of  St.  Ippollitts.  The  laying  of  sewers  and  the 
provision  of  a joint  sew age  treatment  works  with  Wymondley  has  now  been 
completed  (June  1969)# 

16.  Boston  in  the  parish  of  Weston.  The  village  scheme  here  was  completed  in 
1965.  The  effluent  after  treatment  through  slow  sand  filters  is  discharged 
to  a tributary  of  the  River  Lee. 

17.  Whitwell  in  the  parish  of  St.  Paul's  Walden  was  sewered  and  a sewage  treatment 
works  constructed  in  1956.  The  pf fluent  at  the  present  time  is  disposed  of 

by  soakage  into  the  land  although  an  outfall  pipe  connects  to  the  River 
Mimram,  a tributary  of  the  River  Lee. 

18.  Wymondley  in  the  parish  of  Wymondley.  The  laying  of  sewers  in  the  villages 
of  Great  and  Little  Wymondley  has  now  been  completed  and  a sewage  treatment 
works  constructed  at  Ashbrook  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  these  villages 
together  with  St.  Ippollitts.  The  effluent  from  this  v/orks  is  discharged 
into  a tributary  of  the  Great  Ouse. 

The  following  villages  are  partly  or  fully  sewered,  but  the  sewage  is 

not  adequately  treated  and  modern  works  *-re  required. 

1.  Ashwell  in  the  parish  of  Ashwell.  This  village  was  sewered  many  years 
ago  but  due  to  lack  of  treatment  works,  pollution  of  the  River  Rhee  is 
occurring  and  the  preparation  of  a scheme  for  providing  modern  works  is 
included  in  the  Council's  five  year  programme.  This  scheme  is  scheduled 
to  be  c rried  out  after  Pirton. 

2.  Pirton  in  the  parish  of  Pirton.  At  the  present  time  the  village  is  sewered 
but  the  sewage  discharges  at  three  points  in  the  w tcrcourse  lying  in  the 
Groat  ^use  River  Authority’s  area.  Pollution  is  occurring  at  these  points 
and  also  there  is  considerable  smell  nuisance  at  times,  and  a scheme  is 
urgently  required.  After  discussions  with  the  Gre<.  .t  Ouse  River  Authority 
tne  Pirton  scheme  is  now  being  designed. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Treatment  continued : - 


3*  Therfield  in  the  parish  of  Therfield.  An  old  highway  drain  in  the  centre 
of  the  village,  now  in  use  as  a sewer,  causes  pollution  of  a tributary  of 
the  River  Lee.  Two  small  treatment  plants  deal  with  Council  house  drainage. 

A scheme  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  from  the  villages  of  Therfield,  Kelshall 
and  Reed  is  now  under  construction  and  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  during 
1970.  The  effluent  will  be  disposed  of  to  a tributary  of  the  River  Lee. 

The  following  villages  are  not  sewered  although  some  have  small 

treatment  works  dealing  with  Council  housing  estate  drainage  and  a few  private 

properties. 

1.  Barley  in  the  parish  of  Barley.  A small  treatment  plant  deals  with 
Council  house  drainage  and  a few  private  properties,  but  a village  scheme 
is  needed  before  development  can  take  {Hace.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
design  of  this  scheme  will  follow  Ashwell. 

2.  Bygrave  in  the  parish  of  Bygrave.  A small  tratment  plant  deals  with 
drainage  from  the  Council  houses  and  some  agricultural  dwellings  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  thereto.  Half  a mile  av/ay  there  are  a number  of  private 
properties  which  drain  to  a treatment  plant  which  is  privately  owned.  This 
is  unsatisfactory  and  the  Council  have  decided  to  give  consideration  tc 
taking  over  these  works  before  1971 • The  effluent  from  the  Council* s works 
and  also  the  effluent  from  the  private  installation  discharge  to  tributaries 
of  the  Graot  Ouse. 

3.  Caldecote  in  the  parish  of  Caldecote.  This  is  a small  village  with  a 
population  of  30,  and  there  would  appear  to  be  no  urgency  for  a sewerage 
scheme. 

4.  Clothall  in  the  parish  of  Clothall.  A small  treatment  plant  deals  with 
the  dr  inage  from  the  Council  houses  and  there  would  appear  to  be  no 
urgency  for  a village  scheme  in  the  light  of  the  size  of  the  village  and 
the  limited  development  which  would  be  permitted. 

5.  Hinxworth  in  the  parish  of  Hinxworth.  A small  works  deals  with  the 
Council  houses*  drainage,  but  owing  to  difficult  sub-soil  conditions, 
trouble  is  experienced  from  private  properties.  It  is  proposed  to  deal 
with  the  drainage  from  this  village  in  conjunction  with  Ashwell  and  treat 
the  sewage  at  these  new  works  when  constructed. 

6.  Kelshall  in  the  parish  of  Kelshall.  A small  plant  deals  with  Council 
house  drainage.  The  village  is  being  dealt  with  in  conjunction  with  the 
Therfield  scheme. 

7.  King*s  Walden  in  the  parish  of  King's  Walden.  A very  small  village,  the 
sewage  being  treated  on  an  irrigation  area.  A pumping  station  is  required 
to  lift  the  sev/age  to  the  Breachwood  Green  works  where  provision  has  been 
made  for  treating  this. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Treatment  continued: 


8.  Langley  in  the  parish  of  Langley.  A small  plant  deals  with  the  Council 
houses  and  as  the  village  is  so  very  small  there  would  appear  to  be  no 
urgency  for  a village  scheme. 

9.  Lilley  in  the  parish  of  Lilley.  A small  works  dealing  with  the  Council 
house  drainage  is  over-loaded  and  a village  scheme  is  required.  This  is 
the  last  to  be  prepared  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  and  will 
possibly  result  in  the  construction  of  a works  of  sufficient  size  to  relieve 
Offley. 

10.  Luffenhall  in  the  parish  of  Clothall.  This  is  a small  straggling  village 
and  there  are  no  proposals  for  a sewerage  scheme. 

11.  Nuthampstead  in  the  parish  of  Nuthampstead.  This  is  a small  straggling 
village  and  there  would  appear  to  be  no  urgency  for  a sewerage  scheme. 

12.  St . Paul ' s Walden  in  the  parish  of  St. Paul's  Walden.  The  sewage  is  at 
present  treated  on  an  irrigation  area,  and  in  view  of  the  limited  size  of 
the  village,  there  would  appear  to  be  no  urgency  for  a scheme. 

13 • Preston  in  the  parish  of  Preston.  At  the  present  time  a small  works  deals 
with  the  Council  houses  and  some  private  properties.  A scheme  is  now  in 
design  to  sewer  the  village  and  treat  the  sewage  at  the  Ashbrcok  sewage 
works.  It  is  honed  that  work  will  commence  on  site  in  the  late  summer  of 
1970. 

14.  Radwell  in  the  narish  of  Radwell.  The  Council  houses  in  the  village  drain 
to  a septic  tank  and  in  view  of  the  small  size  of  the  village,  and  the 
severe  limitations  upon  further  development,  it  is  not  envisaged  that  a 
sewerage  scheme  will  be  provided  in  the  near  future. 

15 • Redhill  in  the  oarisn  of  Sandon.  A small  works  deals  with  the  Council 
properties  and  in  view  of  the  limited  size  of  this  village  and  the 
restrictions  upon  development,  it  is  not  anticipated  that  a sewerage  scheme 
will  be  provided  in  the  near  future. 

16.  Reed  in  the  parish  of  Reed.  At  the  present  time  there  are  two  small 

works  dealing  with  the  Council's  properties  and  a few  private  dwellings. 
These  works  are  to  be  abandoned  when  the  new  Therfiold,  Kelshall  and  Reed 
scheme  is  completed  in  1970. 

17*  Rushden  in  the  parish  of  Rushden.  A small  sewage  plant  deals  with  the 

drainage  from  the  Council  houses  and  one  or  two  private  properties.  In  view 
of  the  scattered  nature  of  the  village  and  its  limited  size,  together  with 
the  severe  restrictions  against  all  future  building,  it  is  not  anticiapted 
that  a sewage  scheme  will  be  provided  for  some  considerable  time. 
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Sewerage  and  Seyage  Treatment  continued: 


18.  Sandon  in  the  parish  of  Sandon.  The  development  is  very  scattered  and  a 
small  sewage  treatment  plant  deals  with  drainage  from  the  Council  houses 
and  the  school.  The  provision  of  a modern  drainage  system  for  Sandon  is 
not  a matter  of  urgency,  but  the  new  works  to  deal  with  Therfield,  Kelshall 
and  Reed  can  be  extended  to  provide  for  Sandon. 

19.  Tea  Green  in  the  parish  of  Off ley.  This  is  a small  village  and  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  a sewerage  scheme  will  be  provided.  A small  plant  deals 
with  the  drainage  from  the  Council  houses. 

20.  '/ailing ton  in  the  parish  of  1/allington.  Small  septic  tanks  deal  with  the 
drainage  from  the  Council  houses  and  it  would  appear  extremely  unlikely  that 
there  will  be  a main  drainage  scheme  within  the  next  five  years. 
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Analyses  of  Effluents  Taken  by  River  Authorities  1969 


Public  Cleansing  Services 


Once  more,  the  stndard  services  of  refuse  collection  and  cesspool 
emptying  have  been  maintained.,  and  there  was  no  breakdown  of  the  regular  routines. 
This  plain  statement  of  fact  is  much  easier  to  write  than  to  achieve.  To  start 
the  year,  there  was  snow  from  Christmas  1968  and  this  caused  anxiety,  because 
snow  occurred  before  Christmas  to  herald  the  extremes  of  the  1946/47  winter  and 
on  Boxing  Day  1962  to  start  the  bitter  conditions  of  1962/3.  Although  public 
cleansing  services  are  so  vulnerable  to  interruption  by  snow,  I can  recall  only 
twice  in  the  last  19  years  when  activities  were  brought  to  a complete  halt,  and 
even  then  only  for  a week  on  each  occasion.  I believe  this  reflects  credit  upon 
the  men  who  render  these  services,  and  I hope  also  tli  t it  conveys  something  of  th 
anxiety  with  which  those  charged  with  management  responsibilities  study  the  skies 
and  the  weather  forecasts  during  the  dark  days. 

I referred  last  year  to  the  long-serving  men  of  the  outside  staff  and 
from  these,  two  more  have  retired  in  1969*  However,  there  arc  still  three  men  on 
the  staff  who  were  here  when  I commenced  service  with  the  Council  in  1951 • 
late  July  a critical  staffing  situation  developed  when  ten  places  were  unfilled 
due  to  holidays  and  illness.  The  Council  received  a special  report  at  this  time 
and  authorised  an  increase  in  establishment  of  two  men.  Absences  continued  to  be 
very  high  throughout  the  year  however. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

It  was  known  that  the  tipping  of  refuse  at  little  Wymondley  would  have 
to  cease  at  the  end  of  March  1969,  but  as  the  alternative  tipping  ground  was  not 
ready  in  time,  tipping  at  little  Wymondley  was  permitted  by  the  landowners  until 
June.  A large  gravel  pit  at  Holwell  was  t'ken  over  by  the  Council  and  extensive 
works  of  preparation  were  performed  to  enable  tipping  to  take  place.  From  June, 
tipping  by  this  Council  commenced,  and  the  Councils  of  letchworth  and  Baldock 
districts  joined  in  during  the  weeks  that  followed.  The  tonnage  expected  from 
the  three  participating  Authorities  is  about  17»000  per  year,  and  in  order  to  cope 
with  this  a new  Marshall  70  tip  control  tractor  was  expected  early  in  January  1970 
A new  Shelvokc  and  Drewry  Pakamatic  refuse  collection  vehicle  (KUR  162  G)  arrived 
in  July  1969  and  another  was  ordered  for  delivery  in  mid-1970. 

During  the  year  it  became  apparent  that  suit-able  sites  for  the  disposal 
of  refuse  in  North  Herts.  and  Mid-Beds,  were  increasingly  difficult  to  acquire, 
and  the  Council  joined  a consortium  of  Authorities  ( Sandy  and  Biggleswade  U.D.C's 
and  Biggleswade ,R.D.C  from  Mid-Beds,  and  Baldock,  Letchworth,  Hitchin  and 
Stevenage  U.D.C  s from  North  Herts.)  together  with  the  Planning  Departments  from 
both  Counties,  to  investigate  the  future  refuse  disposal  possibilities.  The 
advice  and  guidance  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  was  sought  on 
this  matter.  A working  party  of  the  appropriate  Officers  has  been  formed,  and 
they  are  to  investigate  various  methods  of  treating  refuse  for  disposal  and  long 
distance  transport. 

Activities  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  1967  (viz.  the  collection  of 
unwanted  bulky  articles  etc.)  continued  to  keep  one  man  and  a vehicle  busy  for  the 
majority  of  his  time.  Unfortunately  it  has  been  found  that  frequently  the  article 
to  be  moved  are  either  so  large  or  so  heavy  that  one  man  cannot  manage  thorn  and 
other  assistance  has  to  be  provided. 
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Abandoned  Vehicles.  The  Civic  Amenities  Act  also  requires  the  Council  to  deal 
with  abandoned  vehicles,  and  during  the  year,  the  removal  of  39  vehicles  was 
arranged  and  paid  for  by  the  Council.  Action  taken  either  under  the  Civic 
Amenities  Act  or  informally,  was  instrumental  in  the  removal  of  a number  of  other 
cars  etc.  ( approx. 24 ) either  abandoned  or  parked  without  permission  on  Council 
sites.  Attempts  have  been  made  many  times  to  establish  ownership  of  abandoned 
vehicles,  but  the  laborious  processes  involved  have  never  led  to  the  persons 
responsible  being  charged.  Two  cases  which  seemed  to  offer  some  chance  of 
successful  prosecutions  were  investigated  closely,  but  after  many  months  had  to 
be  rejected  because  of  legal  difficulties.  During  the  year,  the  Council  accepted 
the  suggestion  of  having  an  Agreement  for  the  removal  of  scrap  vehicles  with  a firm 
of  Contractors  near  Luton. 

Refuse  Collected 


Year 

No.  of 

Approx. wed 

.ght  of  all 

Vehicle 

(including  Foronanb  Van  and 

Loads 

materials 

collected 

Mileage 

two  Lorries) 

1964 

1813 

6617 

tons 

53,931 

(three  Paxits) 

1965 

1711 

6381 

ft 

54,131 

( n " and  Karrier  packing  type 

from  June) 

1966 

1689 

6721 

it 

52,386 

( t;  ti  u 11  ) 

1967 

1690 

6885 

ft 

51,591 

(two  Paxits,  Karrier  and  Pakamatic) 

1968 

I838 

7322 

ft 

54,528 

( i!  ii  II  1?  II 

and  lorry  for  special  collections) 

1969 

1878 

7413 

ft 

* 65,690 

(one  Paxit,  Karrier,  two  Pakamatics 

and  lorry) 

* The  increased  mileage  is  mainly  due  to  the  longer  hauls  to  the  Holwell  Tip 
and  the  fact  that  the  additional  lorry  was  in  use  during  the  whole  of  the  year. 

Salvage 


The  recovery  of  salvage  continues  to  bo  'poor.  I believe  that  the 
reasons  for  this  are  that  during  general  collection  of  refuse,  the  men  do  not  have 
much  time  to  spare  for  handling  salvage,  and  also  because  of  the  pressures  needed 
to  finish  the  rounds  to  the  times  set,  it  is  possible  only  occasionally  to  send  a 
vehicle  and  two  men  round  the  places  that  yield  the  most  salvage.  Additionally, 
collections  are  being  made  by  other  organisations  and  this  tends  to  reduce  the 
materials  available. 

Details  of  despatches  are  given  in  the  following  summary  - 

1966  - 88tons  collected  and  sold  - £8o4.l4.  6d. 

1967  - 70  " " " " - £614.15.  8d. 

1968  - 52  " " " " - £466.15.  9d. 

1969  - 51  " H " - £517.15.  9d. 

Although  the  tonnage  sold  during  1969  is  slightly 
lower  than  the  previous  year,  the  revenue  is 
higher  due  to  an  increase  in  the  xorice  paid. 
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Cesspool  Emptying  and  Night  soil  Collection 


A new  cesspool  emptying  machine  (LRO  381  H)  from  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Ltd. 
Letchworth?arrived  in  August  and  this  enabled  the  old  mo.chine  - UPW  474  - to  be 
sold,  thus  maintaining  the  vehicles  at  three,  two  front-line  machines  and  one 
spare.  The  sp~rc  machine  did  a lot  of  very  useful  work  for  the  Surveyor  in 
connection  with  the  Wymondley  Sewerage  scheme. 

During  the  summer  the  public  cleansing  services  were  extremely 
short-staffed  due  to  illness,  holidays  and  difficulty  in  recruitment,  and 
in  order  to  reduce  the  waiting  period  which  had  gradually  increased  to 
about  eight  weeks,  it  was  necessary  to  hire  a cesspool  emptying  vehicle  and 
driver  for  a fortnight,  as  no  staff  were  available  to  man  the  spare  vehicle. 

During  the  year,  it  was  decided  to  make  a further  5/-r^duction 
in  the  cost  of  chargeable  cesspool  emptying  work  performed  after  April  1st  1970* 

A similar  small  reduction  was  made  in  1967  and  was  appreciated  by  the 
occupiers  who  have  to  make  use  of  this  service  frequently. 

The  following  figures  summarise  the  work  performed  - 


Number  of  cesspools  emptied  at  - 


Houses 

in  Private 

Loads 

Ownership 

Council  Houses 

from  Sew- 

Pails 

lear 

Free 

Chargeable 

Free 

Chargeable 

age  Works 

emptied 

1966 

909 

3 68 

14 

97 

769 

5271 

1967 

864 

357 

13 

87 

877 

4625 

1968 

945 

413 

10 

82 

1021 

4177 

1969 

846 

447 

10 

70 

863 

3732 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 

The  year  commenced  with  the  news  that  the  Rodent  Operator, 

J.  Knapton,  would  be  retiring  in  April,  so  his  successor,  W.  Partridge,  worked 
alongside  of  him  for  some  weeks  in  order  to  become  acquainted  with  the  district 
and  the  work  involved.  Unfortunately,  Partridge  also  left  the  Council’s 
service  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  was  replaced  temporarily  by  R.  Scuffle. 
The  post  was  advertised  and  a new  man,  G.  Upchurch,  is  due  to  start  work  about 
mid- January  1970. 

From  April,  Welwyn  Rural  District  withdrew  from  the  Joint  Pests 
Control  Scheme  that  had  started  in  April  1949  as  a joint  endeavour  of  Hitchin 
Rural,  Welwyn  Rural  and  Royston  Urban  District  Councils.  Royston  went  their 
own  way  in  1958. 

The  year  has  seen  an  interesting  development  in  rat  infest' tion 
concerning  the  seemingly  unlikely  place,  the  Motorway.  Experience  suggests 
that  paper  wrappings  (and  no  doubt  sometimes  packets  of  food)  are  liberated 
from  passing  vehicles.  Since  Motorways  are  exposed  places,  these  papers  tend 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Peats  Act  19^9  continued: - 


to  be  picked  up  by  the  wind  and  to  finish  up  in  partially  protected  ’’wind 
pockets",  and  it  was  in  these  places  that  rats  tended  to  take  up  residence. 

A two-mile  stretch  of  motorway  showed  evidence  of  infestation  in  these  pockets 
on  both  sides  of  the  highway.  During  a period  of  very  cold  weather  it  was 
instructive  to  find  that  even  the  small  wrappings  of  sweet  papers  had  been 
attacked  for  the  food  residues  that  had  remained  thereon. 


The  lesson  seems  to  be  quite  clear.  The  rat  is  a resourceful  and 
persistent  adversary,  and  Man  will  only  defeat  him  by  giving  attention  to 
every  detail  in  the  campaign  against  him.  This  experience  suggests  that 
in  taking  home  one's  litter,  a contribution  is  being  made  towards  a SAFE 
countryside  as  well  as  a tidy  one. 


SUMMARY  FOR  THE  PERIOD  - JANUARY  1st  to  DECEMBER  31st  1969 


NUMBER  OF  HOURS  WORKED 


DISTRICT 

SEWERS 

TIPS  ETC. 

PRIVATE 

DWELLINGS 

- ...... 

BUSINESS 

PREMISES 

AGRIC . 

LAND  ETC. 

TOTAL  ! 

HITCHIN 

R.D.C. 

130-2 

6b8i 

. 

828 

1512 

2262 

1985 

WELWYN 

R.D.C. 

(JAN/MAR. 

only) 

82 

• 

342 

' 

io2 

1 

- 

1 

53J 

t 

1302 

6572 

8622 

1612 

2262 

j 

20382 

Other  figures  - 

Total  mileage 
covered 
Petrol  used 
Approx.  M.P.G.- 


12,555 

422  gals, 

29.75 


Time  spent  on  vehicle  maintenance, 
receiving  instructions,  reports  on 
visits,  bait  handling  etc. 

Total  hours  worked 


2752 


23131  ‘ 


* During  the  year,  Operators  in  training  accompanied  the  regular 
Operator  for  a total  of  8822  hours  additional  to  those  shown  above. 


The  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963 

During  1969  there  was  one  new  registration,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  number  of  registered  premises  was  6.  All  were  visited  during  the 
year. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1 963 


During  1969  there  were  four  new  registrations,  and  50  visits  were 
paid  to  premises  in  the  district  in  connection  with  the  provisions  of  this 
. Act. 

Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area 


The  following  summary  gives  information  in  respect  of  the  visits 
and  inspection  performed  - 


General  Sanitation  etc. 

1968 

1969 

Water  Supply  ....  ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

81 

41 

Drainage  ••  • • • • • • • • •••• 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• I • » 

319 

342 

Cowsheds,  Stables,  Piggeries  etc.... 

• • « • 

• • • • 

tiff 

• • • • 

6 

6 

Ponds  and  Ditches  . . ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

44 

35 

Caravan  Sites  etc- . . ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

a • • • 

• • • • 

43 

68 

Factories,  Workplaces  and  Outworkers 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

t • • t 

95 

113 

Licensed  Premises  ..  ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

t t 1 • 

• •ft 

26 

11 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

285 

318 

Re  derelict  Cars  . . ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• tit 

359 

246 

Re  Gipsies,  gipsy  sites  etc.  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• •ft 

• • • • 

320 

126 

Rodent  Control  ....  ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • e 

• • • • 

• • • • 

69 

82 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• ill 

• • • • 

82 

89 

Schools  ••••  ••••  ••••  •••• 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• « • • 

5 

6 

Shops  (excl.  those  registered  under  the 

O.S.R. 

Act  1963) 

• • • • 

• • t • 

66 

68 

Petroleum  Regulations  ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• fit 

• • • • 

231 

167 

Noise  Nuisances  ....  ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

21 

61 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963 

• • • t 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

9 

11 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

• ■ • • 

• • • • 

t • • • 

92 

50 

Miscellaneous  visits  ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• tit 

• • • • 

57 

76 

Housing 

Public  Health  Act  - visits  paid  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

till 

• fit 

456 

321 

Housing  Acts  • • • • • • • • •••• 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

122 

341 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • t 

• • t • 

6 

- 

Overcrowding  ....  ....  .... 

• • • • 

0 • • • 

• • • • 

• lit 

- 

1 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

l4o 

108 

Infectious  Diseases  etc. 

Miscellaneous  infectious  disease  visits 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • t l 

• • • • 

57 

92 

Food  Poisoning  ....  ....  .... 

• « • • 

• • • • 

• • t • 

• tit 

7 

27 

Visits  to  Immigrants  (re  Health  Services  otc*) 

• fit 

• • • • 

• • • • 

9 

1 

Meat  and  Food  (inc.  inspection  of  premises) 

Butchers  ••  ••••  ••••  •••• 

• • • • 

• • • • 

l t • • 

till 

21 

35 

Canteens  ••  ••••  ••••  •••• 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

till 

- 

1 

Dairies,  Milk  Distributors  otc  

• • • • 

• • • • 

• •ft 

• • • • 

1 

6 

Poulterers,  Poultry  Stations  otc . .. 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• ill 

24 

33 

Food  Preparing  premises  ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • t t 

• • • • 

17 

3 

Grocers  •••  ••••  • • • • • • • • 

• • • • 

tiff 

• • • • 

till 

11 

12 
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Meat  and  Food  continued 


Ice-Cream  premises  (excl.  visits  re  Sampling) 
Restaurants  . . . « « . « . « « « » 

Mobile  Shops  * « » « . « . . . . . « « . « . 

Greengrocers  . ...  ....  .... 

Re  Sampling 


Milk  ....  ....  .1 

Ice-Cream  . . ....  . ■ 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 


• • • • 

• • • • 


1968 

1969 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 5 

1 

• • • • 

• • • • 

....  17 

15 

• • • • 

• • • • 

15 

6 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • — ’ 

2 

• • • • 

• ♦ • • 

....  3 

- 

© • • • 

• • • • 

....  30 

3 

• • • • 

• • • • 

....  19 

34 

I170 

2958 

The  figures  for  1969  include  90  visits  made  by  the  Student  Public  Health 
on  66  of  which  he  accompanied  the  Additional  Inspectors. 


Inspector, 
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SECTION  D 


Housing 

The  Housing  Manager  reports  that  on  31 -it  December  1969 1 the  number 
of  applications  on  the  Council's  waiting  list  for  accommodation  was  434,  a 
decrease  of  40  when  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year,  new  applications  registered  were  238,  and  278  were 
deleted  from  the  lists.  The  latter  figure  was  comprised  of  140  who  were 
housed  and  138  due  to  cancellation  either  at  the  request  of  the  applicant  or 
on  account  of  failure  to  re-register. 

The  Council  continue  their  policy  of  transf err—ing  .families  from 
one  type  of  dwelling  to  another  of  more  suitable  size  in  cases  where  tenants 
indicated  their  desire  for  a change  and  where  such  a change  was  possible.  In 
this  way,  66  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

The  Surveyor's  report  on  new  buildirgs  etc.  for  1969  as  follows 

No.  of  new  Council  dwellings  completed  - 65 

No.  of  new  private  dwellings  completed  - 3*39 

No.  of  new  Housing  Association  dwellings  completed  - 47 

The  number  of  dwellings  under  construction 
at  31st  Decmber  1969  were  as  follows:- 


No.  of  Council  dwellings  - 54 

No.  of  private  dwellings  - 130 

No.  of  Housing  Association 

dwellings  - 12 

Improvement  Grants  approved  - 44 


The  modernisation  of  188  pre-war  Council 
houses  was  commenced  during  the  year  in  the 
following  villages 


Kimpton 

- 36 

Gt.  Wymondley 

- 20 

Langley 

- 10 

Icklef ord 

- 102 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  i960 

The  number  of  caravans  on  licensed  sites  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  148.  Approximately  90  of  these  are  on  four  sizeable  sites. 
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Housing  continued 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Council’s  district. 


SECTION  E 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1933 

(a)  Milk 

The  number  of  registered  dairies  remains  at  2. 

The  Hferts.  County  Council  perform  routine  milk  sampling  and 
notification  was  received  respecting  four  samples  containing  the  organism 
Brucella  Abortus.  This  can  cause  humans  to  suffer  from  a fever  condition 
that  is  sometimes  difficult  to  overcome,  and  it  is  necessary  to  ensure  that 
all  milk  from  an  infected  herd  is  subjected  to  a process  of  pasteurisation 
before  use.  This  was  arranged  satisfactorily  in  the  four  cases  mentioned. 

One  complaint  regarding  a dirty  milk  bottle  was  received,  and 
was  taken  up  with  the  firm  concerned. 

(b)  There  are  no  Egg  Pasteurisation  plants  in  the  Rural  District. 

(c)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises,  listed  according  to  the 
principal  business  carried  on,  are  as  follows 


Type  of  Business  No.  in  District 

Grocers  and  Confectioners  50 

Butchers  15 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  3 

Fishmongers  (wet  fish)  3 

Fruiterers,  Greengrocers  and  Confectioners  .....  4 

Confectioners  (sweets  only)  5 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Catering  Establishments..  9 

Public  H ouses  69 

Off-licence  3 

Premises  from  which  milk  is  sold.... 6 


- 42  - 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  continued:- 


Type  of  Business  Nc.  in  District 


Poultry  Packing  and  Processing  Stations  3 

Chemists  2 

Hotels/Motels  3 


177 


All  premises  comply  with  Regulation  16  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  i960  (dealing  with  handbasins).  There  are  108  premises  to  which 
Regulation  19  (washing  sinks)  applies  and  all  premises  conform  to  its  requirements. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  in  1967  the  registration  of  a butcher's  shop 
under  Sections  l6  and  l8,  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 t was  cancelled  and  the  premises 
were  closed  throughout  1968.  The  same  comment  applies  to  those  premises  in  respect 
of  1969  also. 

1 

The  registration  of  a further  Butcher  s shop  was  considered  carefully 
in  late  1969 » and  a similar  decision  to  cancel  the  registration  was  reached.  In' 
this  case  it  appears  likely  that  the  extensive  works  of  alteration  and  reno- 
vation to  be  performed  will  result  in  the  production  of  a much  better  shop  which 
the  Council  then  will  be  able  to  register  again. 


There  are  no  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream,  but 
72  establishments  are  registered  for  ice-cream  sales.  One  (satisfactory)  sample 
was  taken  during  the  year. 

There  are  19  premises  registered  and  in  active  use  under  the  heading 
"Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods  etc."  There  were  some  65  visits 
made  to  registered  food  premises  during  the  year.  Inspection  of  food  premises 
continued,  also  the  examination  of  Plans  as  they  are  submitted. 


One  complaint  (regarding  skinless  sausages)  was  received  and  was  taken 
up  with  the  Firm  concerned.  There  were  no  prosecutions  in  regard  to  food  complaints. 

Only  a very  small  quantity  of  food  was  condemned  during  the  year,  as 


f ollows:- 


Qtrs.  Lbs. 


Fish  - l4 

Lamb  (carcase  and  offal)...  1 7 

Ice-Cream  (breakdown  in  ”3^ 

refrigeration)  


1 24^ 
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(d)  Poultry 

(i)  the  number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district 
at  31st  December  is  3» 

(ii)  the  number  of  visits  to  these  premises  was  14. 

(iii)  the  total  number  of  birds  handler,  during  the  year  was 
about  2,700,000 

(iv)  the  types  of  birds  processed  were  Turkeys  (3000)  and  BrOTlers. 

(v)  the  percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  .03% 

(vi)  the  number  of  birds  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
averaged  25  per  week. 

Durin. . the  year,  two  of  the  Inspectors  attended  a refresher  Course  of  Poultry 
Inspection!  at  the  London  College  of  Distributive  Trades. 

(e)  Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  operational  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 


Factories  Act  1961 

Information  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  is  given 
in  the  Table  that  follows :- 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


1 i 1 

PREMISES 

No.  on 
Reg- 
ister 

Number 

Inspec-  i Written 
tions  , Notices 

of- 

Occupiers  j 

Prosecuted 

! 

] (i)  Factories  in  which  Sec.  1,2, 3 >4 

1 ! 

1 : 

and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 

9 

i 

- 

Local  Authorities 

j 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

1 

i 

in  which  Sec. 7 is  enforced  by 

109 

38  ! 1 

- 

the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 7 

1 

is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth. 

12 

4 ! 

- 

(excl.  Outworkers'  premises) 

» 

| 

1 

J TOTAL  

* 

130 

1 

42  , 1 

i 
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2. 


Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  found 


PARTICULARS 

Referred  - 

No . of  i 

To  HIM. 

By  HIM. 

Prosec - 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspec . 

Inspec. 

utions 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

2 

,cr 

3 

. ..  . - i 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S. 4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  - 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (excluding  Outworkers) 

- 

_ 

- 

TOTAL  

4,  , 

5 

- 

1 

Outworkers . There  are  20  Outworkers  reported  in  the  district,  employed  on  the 
making  of  wearing  apparel.  There  were  no  known  cases  of  default 
in  sending  lists  to  the  Council  and  no  instances  found  of  work  in 
unwholesome  premises. 

There  were  64  other  visits  to  factory  premises,  in  connection  with  noise  nuisances, 
petrol  installations  otc-. 
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